
REEDHAM READ IT 
(Covid19) Christmas 2020 Issue 

Welcome to our new and improved school newspaper, where we will 

showcase our hard work from each half term - enjoy the tour of our school 

experiences so far.  

 
Wow - what a year! Don’t know about you, but we are certainly glad that we made it through 

to the end and can say goodbye to 2020. We are all hoping that 2021 will be a better year. 

However, 2020 will have an impact on this school generation for some time yet. We want to 

say well done to all the families for persevering; being resilient and supporting us through 

these tricky and uncertain times. With a vaccine now being rolled out, we can see a light at 

the end of the tunnel. Whilst this is being distributed, it is still important that we maintain 

our high standards of health and safety and follow our risk assessment, which has kept us all 

safe in Reedham!  

 

Please note, we will still be following our safety procedures in January 2021. That is, strict 

drop off and pick up times for our separate classes: 

 Children should not be playing on the playground before or after school. 

 Our one-way system will continue; all adults must enter through the main gate to the 

school playground and leave the school via the side gate on Holly Farm Road. 

 Adults must still wear masks on the premises.  

 

These measures are in place to limit contact between adults and to help with parking. We 

have also had some very near misses – please park sensibly and be mindful of families 

arriving and leaving; please make sure your child is safely meeting you on the playground 

and walking out sensibly with you.  

Thank you for your continued support to keep our families safe. 

 

Drop off times: 

Nursery (Squirrel Class) @ 8:45 

Herons class @8:50 admittance via tall yellow gates    

Owls class @ 8:55 via reception door 

Otters class @ 9:00 via the blue door at the front of school 

Families with siblings should drop at the time of their eldest child’s class 

Pick up times: 

Nursery (Squirrel Class) @ 3.30pm 

Herons class @3.05 collection via tall yellow gates    

Owls class @ 3.10pm  

Otters class @ 3.15pm  

Families with siblings should pick at the time of their eldest child’s class 
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Some of us are making sure 

we write our letters properly.  

We have to start at the right 

place and make sure we write 

them in the proper way.  This 

helps me to make sure my 

letters look the right way. 

Heron Class has been working very hard this term.  With so many new 

children starting, we were unsure of what to expect; would we have lots of 

wobbly children? How “school ready” would they be having had no transition 

days to get to know us and the school? But they have all been fantastic, 

demonstrating true resilience.  Yes, we had a few first day tears but the 

majority were so excited to be back, and we were equally excited to see them! 

We have had a term with a mixture of play-based learning and more formal, 

adult-led learning with the children rising to the challenges of both.  Here are 

some examples of the work we have been learning in Heron Class this term… 

Literacy 

Handwriting 
 

 

 

Some of us can already form 

our letters correctly so Mrs 

Bethell has started to teach us 

cursive writing.  All cursive 

writing starts at the line and 

has a flick at the end.  It means 

we will be able to join our 

writing easier. 

 

 



Phonics 

Phonics sessions are carried out every day in Heron Class.  Children are put into 

groups depending on which sounds they need to learn.  Sessions are usually 

about 10 minutes long and are multi-sensory.  They will watch a short video clip 

from Espresso, read the sound, write the sound and write some words with the 

sounds in.  There is usually a short game to play too.  Children then take a copy 

of their sound home as a flashcard to practise when they do their reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

Reading is a key part of Heron Class as we firmly believe it is the key to all 

learning.  Because of this, all children in are listened to read by an adult in 

school every day and we also timetable in free reading sessions every day where 

children can use the indoor bikes when reading, sit on cushions or the sofa to 

share a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books with their friends.  We have 

found this really promoted a love of books 

and encourages reading for pleasure.       

  

Reception children have been learning 

their phonemes (single letter, single 

sound).  They have learnt all the sounds 

of the alphabet. 

Year 1 and 2 children have been 

learning their di-graphs (2 letters, 1 

sound like “th” and “she”) and tri-

graphs (3 letters, 1 sound like “igh” 

and “ear”)   

 

 

 



Maths 

 
This term in maths, Years 1 and 2 have been learning about place value up to 20, 

addition and subtraction and 2D and 3D shapes.  The children have loved using a 

range of resources to support their learning, from Base-10 to 

part, part whole models and tens frames.   They also love 

learning long, tricky maths words like 

commutative and vertices.  The children 

were keen to share their maths learning 

with you.   

  
 

 

 

Reception have been learning about sorting 

and organising, shapes and numbers to 10 

“Look at all the work we have done!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSHE 

 

This year, PSHE has been even more important than ever.  We have allowed lots 

of extra time in the working week to allow the children time to learn about and 

talk about their feelings.  We learnt that it is OK to feel a whole range of 

feelings both positive and negative.  We talked about what makes us feel happy 

or excited and what makes us feel sad or worried.  We then talked about how 

we might deal with any negative feeling we might have, like talk to someone, 

listen to some music or talking some deep breathes.   

  
 

 

We talked about how we are 

all have things which are the 

same and we all have things 

different and that is what 

makes us special.  Some of us 

like doing some things and 

some of us find things 

difficult.  We talked about 

what things we are good at and 

these things make us stars!   



  

    
 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We then talked about change 

and how change can make us 

feel a range of negative 

feelings.  We talked about 

these feeling and behaviours 

associated with these 

feelings.    

We talked about good 

feelings and what makes us 

happy. 



Topic 

 
This term we learnt about Remembrance Day and why it is 

important to remember.  We watched the CBeebies Remembrance 

animation and talked about how the different characters might be 

feeling at various points in the film linking it to our PSHE lessons.  

 
We learnt about war memorials, what they are 

and how important they are to us.  We walked 

down to the war memorial in Reedham and 

looked at the names written on it.  We laid a 

poppy cross from our class.  When we came back 

to school we made our own poppies. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the adults who work in Heron Class want to 

say a great big well done to all the children, not 

only for all their hard work this term but for 

showing amazing resiliance and having a can-do 

attitude to everything.  We also want to thank 

our families for their continued support.  From 

reading with their child every night, practising 

their phonics with them and being so flexible and 

understanding,  It’s been a tough, unusual term 

for everyone in school and you have made it so 

much easier for us.  We wish you a very Happy 

Christmas and best wishes for the New Year!  

Enjoy your holiday and we will see you again on 

the 4th January.Stay safe xx  

 

 

 

 



 

Owl class 
Owl class has been incredibly busy this term!  

Take a look at what we’ve been up to! 

English 

In English this term, we have read examples 

of, and written: an explanation text to explain 

how our invention works, a set of instructions, 

used our senses to write a setting description 

and written a newspaper report about Beowulf.  

We’ve recapped basic punctuation, learnt about 

fronted adverbials and when to use 

apostrophes, how to punctuate direct speech 

and practised editing our work. 

 

In English with Miss Waters we learnt how to 

write instructions. In instructions we need to 

use imperative verbs which are bossy and 

adverbs of time like first, next and finally. 

 

Elsa 

 

Our class has been learning how to write 

descriptions. We were given a picture of a 

dark, revolting, messy room with a huge book 

case in it.   We wrote a description about what 

we could see and what we thought it would 

smell like to be in that room. We had to use 

adjectives and fronted adverbials. 

 

Cameron 

 

In English, Owl’s class have been writing a 

newspaper about a book called Beowulf. It’s 

about when Beowulf comes from across the sea 

to stop a monster from taking King Hrothgar’s 

men. In a newspaper you need to have a 

headline, an opening sentence, a middle part 

with a couple of paragraphs and a quote or two, 

and an ending paragraph about what is 

happening now. 

Riley 

 

Reading 

In reading time, we have learnt and used key 

reading strategies to help us understand 

different texts that we have read.  

During reading time, we have read a story 

called Beowulf. The teacher asks us if we 

understand all the words and if we 

don’t understand, then she tells us what they 

mean. Our teacher also asks us what we think 

the character is feeling. I quite like Beowulf-

it’s a good story. We also read a newspaper 

called Santa Stuck in Sooty Shoot about Santa 

getting stuck up the chimney! 

Summer 

In Owls class, Miss Waters reads Granny at 

the end of the day. What has happened so far 

is at Christmas granny gave Joe a baby toy. 

The book described it as a small robot which is 

a wind-up toy. That gave Joe a clue that granny 

was on to him. Joe and his nanny got invited to 

lunch at granny’s. Granny made Joe eat cream 

cheese. After that, granny stole Mr Warden’s 

gold, hid it in the nanny’s bag and called the 

police. Granny put gravy bits on the nanny so 

the police dogs attacked her. Granny is evil! 

Finlay  



Maths 

In maths this term, we have compared and 

ordered numbers, read Roman numerals and 

counted in multiples of 3,4,8,50,100,6,7,9.25 

and 1000! We have also added and subtracted 

using column method, measured things using 

rulers and converted between millimetres, 

centimetres, metres and kilometres. Finally, we 

found the perimeter and areas of shapes.  

 

In maths with Mr Edwards we did column 

addition and subtraction. We also learnt about 

greater than, less than and equal to. For some 

of our homework we did counting in 1000s. We 

also did adding and subtracting with cubes. We 

even did mad minutes. You need to do 13 times 

table questions in one minute. We also did 

ordering numbers to find a joke and we even 

did 3 digit numbers. 

Jimmy 

 

We learnt column methods in Owls class. 

Then we did greater than and less than. Next 

we did rods and cubes, number bond challenges, 

mad minutes and ordering numbers. 

 

Cooper 

 

In maths with Miss Waters we were learning 

about Roman numerals. In those lessons we did 

adding and subtracting questions with Roman 

numerals. Now times tables. So that’s when we 

learnt like 25s,50s and 1,000s and more. We 

did sheets and the terrific challenge! Next we 

learnt about measurements. We learnt 

centimetres, millimetres and metres. We got 

given sheets then the terrific challenge!  

Sophie 

 

 

In Owls class we have been learning about 

metres, centimetres and millimetres in maths. 

For example, we learnt that there are 10 

millimetres in a centimetre and 100 

centimetres in a metre. 

Poppy 

 

In maths we learnt about mm, cm and the 

biggest a metre. In Roman numerals one is I 

and five is V. 

Thomas 

 

In the afternoon, we sometimes do mad 

minutes. We are timed to do it in one minute. 

When the timer stops, we put our pencils on 

the table. Next we mark our mad minute using 

our checking sheet. If we get them all right, 

we move onto the next time table.  

 

Esmae 

 

Science 

In Science this term, we have learnt about 

electricity. We’ve made and tested circuits, 

and tested materials to see if they are 

conductors or insulators of electricity.  

 

We’ve also learnt about light and carried out 

lots of investigations to find out which 

materials are the most reflective, how mirrors 

work, which materials block light to form 

shadows and how you can change the size of a 

shadow by moving the light source. 

 

We learnt about battery power. Then we 

worked on insulators and conductors. Then we 

did circuits.  

Bradley 



You need crocodile clips and a cell which is a 

battery and a bulb to make a circuit but if your 

bulb bursts try a different circuit. 

 

Kaden 

 

In Owls we have been learning about light and 

how it reflects. Miss Waters drew a line wiggly 

line on the floor outside and we couldn't look 

at it. We had to use mirrors to get to the end. 

We also did an experiment to see if light 

reflects on rough and dark surfaces or shiny 

and smooth surfaces and smooth works best. 

Eva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 

In Topic this term, we have learnt about the 

UK and Anglo-Saxons. We’ve used atlases to 

locate counties and the main rivers, seas and 

cities of the UK. We’ve also compared our daily 

lives with Anglo-Saxons and learnt why, where 

and when the Scots and Anglo-Saxons invaded 

Britain. We’ve learnt about Anglo-Saxon place 

names and made inferences based on artefacts 

found at Sutton Hoo. Finally, we learnt about 

the religious beliefs and practises of the early 

Anglo-Saxon people.  

 

In our UK topic, Owl’s class learnt that there 

are 4 countries in the United Kingdom.  

Those 4 countries are Scotland, England, 

Northern Ireland and Wales. It looks like 

there are 5 countries in the UK but there is 

not. That 5th country is Ireland. We have 

learnt that the water surrounding the UK 

includes the English Channel, the North Sea, 

the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea. 

 

Punya 

 

We have learnt about the Anglo- Saxons in 

topic and learnt about their daily life. First, we 

compared our life with Leofstan. Next, we 

found out how Horsa and Hengest came to kick 

out the Scots for Vortigern. After that, we 

learnt Anglo-Saxon words that we still use 

today. 

Max 

 

In Owl class we have learnt about Anglo 

Saxons. They have to have a job or they get 

kicked out. There were two great warriors - 

they were called Hengest and Horsa. They 

came in 450AD. For England they fought the 

Picts and Scots. The warrior Horsa died. 

Freddie 



PE 

In PE, we’ve been playing football – practising 

passing accurately and dribbling the ball. We’ve 

also practised throwing accurately and even 

took part in cross country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In PE we have been learning how to dribble, 

and play a game called disk golf where you 

throw a ring\disk into a hoop. We have also 

been playing Wood Cutters. That’s a game 

where you are on 2 teams, and you have 9 

cones each and you kick a ball at the other 

team’s cones. 

 

Noa 

 

In PE we have been playing games like 

Woodcutters, dribbling, sharks and seaweed 

and disc golf. Also we have golden mile. Golden 

mile is when we run around the running track 

for 5 minutes. First, I start slow and then I go 

fast. In woodcutters we have two teams. Both 

teams have two balls. With the two balls, you 

have to knock over cones. The cones are the 

trees that you have to knock over. The team 

with the most cones up wins. 

 

Erin 

PHSE 

In PSHE we have talked about things we are 

proud of, discussed comfortable and 

uncomfortable feelings and talked about 

strategies we can use to help us deal with 

uncomfortable feelings like anger or worry. 

We’ve also learnt the difference between 

being aggressive, passive and assertive, talked 

about being media wise and discussed how to 

make things right when you’ve made a mistake.  

 

We’ve learnt how to work well as a team, how 

how our actions and behaviour affect our team, 

how to pay attention to and respond 

considerately to others, discussed strategies 

to resolve disputes and thought of things we 

could do to spread kindness.  

 

We have been learning about expressions. We 

made a feeling wheel. We used darker colours 

for sad and we used lighter colours for happy. 

We had to draw a picture of the feelings like 

excited, shy, bored, surprised, sad and happy. 

We have also been learning about team work. 

Lacey 

 



French 

In French, we’ve learnt how to say hello, 

goodbye, the numbers from 0 to 10, and how to 

ask and answer the following questions: 

-What is your name? 

-How are you? 

-How old are you? 

 

We’ve also learnt classroom instructions, body 

parts, colours and clothes. 

 

In French. we have been learning how to say 

clothes. For example, ‘tee-shirt’ in French is a  

t-shirt. Also, we have been learning actions eg. 

‘asseyez vous’ is sit down in French. Next, we 

learnt colours like marron is brown. Finally, we 

have been learning body parts like ‘les epoules’ 

means shoulders. 

Tylah 

 

RE 

In RE, we learnt about the nativity. We used 

google maps to find out how long it would have 

taken Joseph and Mary’s to get Bethlehem and 

wrote newspaper reports about the angels 

visiting the shepherds to tell them that a new 

king had been born.  

 

In RE, we learnt about the nativity. We learnt 

how far it was for Joseph and Mary to walk 

from Nazareth, Israel to Bethlehem. It would 

have taken them thirty three hours! We  saw 

how long it is to drive to Bethlehem from 

Nazareth and it would take two hours and 

thirteen minutes. We used google maps to find 

out about how far it is to walk to Bethlehem. 

Charlotte 

 

Art 

In Art, we have drawn portraits and made one 

in clay. We’ve also made Christmas decorations 

using wool and clay, and designed Christmas 

cards.  

 

We usually do art on a Friday. In art we made 

clay self-portraits. We also did self-portraits 

with a mirror and did it on an art pad. We did 

four small ones and one big one. 

Freyja 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guess who this is! 
What a fantastic 
portrait! 

 

 



Music 

We had a music day where we learnt how to 

read and play the notes e, d, c and f, and what 

a 1 beat, 2 beat and a 4 beat note looks like. 

We played the glockenspiel and even recorded 

ourselves playing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star! 

 

 

DT 

We had a DT day where we had to work in 

groups to design, make and evaluate a pop-up 

book about the nativity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

We have taken part in 3 virtual Acle cluster 

events. These were a DT challenge where we 

had to build the tallest tower using spaghetti 

and jelly babies, cross country and a Christmas 

quiz.  

 

We also raised money for Children in Need and 

took part in Five to Thrive and Joe Wicks’ 

workout. 

 

 

We did a contest with other schools on zoom 

and we had to make the tallest tower using 

spaghetti and jelly babies. The contest was 

close. There were about 6 teams and each 

team had very good tall towers. In my team, my 

part was very important. I had jelly babies I 

needed to get the sludge out of so we could 

stick it to spaghetti to make it stable. 

George B 

 

 

 

 



Changes since COVID-19 

School has changed since COVID-19. We have 

to wash our hands before and after break and 

lunch. We have to sanitise before and after 

handing out books. We have different 

breaktimes to Herons. 

George M 

 

In school we have moved spaces and we have to 

wash our hands every day. We have to go out 

at break when the other class have gone inside. 

We have to social distance in school. 

Finley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone in Owls class has worked 
incredibly hard this term and we are 
very proud of all their hard work! 

 

We also want to say a big thank you to 
all of their parents and carers for 

supporting them at home with reading, 
learning their times tables and 

homework – it makes a big difference so 
thank you. 

 

We hope you have a lovely Christmas 
break and look forward to seeing you all 

in January! 

 

Miss Waters, Mrs Woodards 

& Mr Edwards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

from Owl Class! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Merry Christmas 

From 

Owl Class 



Otter class have had an incredible term – under 

the most incredible circumstances. It was lovely to 

welcome new children to Otters and get to know 

them this term. Mrs Kelf and I are so proud of all 

we have achieved together so far – Go OTTERS!  

We have been hard at work, through the 

first part of autumn term, learning all 

about the ‘Amazing Americas’. We have 

learnt about the different biomes that 

make up these two diverse continents. We 

explored what it was like to be an 

immigrant when reading Shaun Tan’s ‘The 

Arrival’ and wrote some amazing pieces of 

work around this.  

We explored how we can learn to be 

a ‘good’ learner using our growth mindset, 

resilience, perseverance and the power of 

positivity. We have set ourselves exciting 

targets we hope to meet this year through 

our learning. 

In maths we investigated the 

number system and place value, learning 

some pretty challenging concepts using 

really big numbers to one million!. We 

explored different ways to solve addition 

and subtraction problems and learnt how to 

construct 3D shapes from nets. 

Art took us back to America, where 

we learned about some famous artists and 

their techniques. We enjoyed the strange 

dreamlike 

art of 

Leonora 

Carrington. 

We made 

our own 

dream 

catchers.  

 

 Our experiences in French taught us 

how to say ‘Bon Anniversaire!’ and say when 

our birthday is; also learning the months of 

the year and days of the week. We learned 

numbers to 31 too! We can introduce 

ourselves and ask some questions about 

other people – ‘Comment ca va?’. 

 Thankfully, the weather has been 

kind to us and we have been able to enjoy 

being outside doing invasion games with Mr. 

Chambers, working on our teamwork 

strategies. We have also enjoyed running 

the Golden mile on Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday mornings – most of us 

achieving our 10 mile certificate. Jack M 

and Miss Spaul even achieved their 25 mile 

silver award! Jack ran the farthest this 

half term – 44.8 miles in total - Well done 

Jack! On Monday and Friday mornings we 

have been taking part in regular relaxation 

and yoga. This is one of our class targets 

and we are well on the way to becoming 

calmer, more focused and positive 

members of RPS. 

 On the whole in between a lot of 

hand washing and sanatising, weird 

assembly times and not sharing our lunch 

times with the whole school, in the dinner 

hall, we have had a great start to the year 

and are looking forward to Christmas term 

and all it brings – probably a little bit 

different to our usual traditions! 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otter class 

adventures from 

September to 

October 2020. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Design and Technology projects 

we worked on this half term… 

We took part in a Cluster Challenge to 

build the tallest tower from spaghetti 

and jelly babies – we came second with 

68.5 cm tall! 

We built two 

storage 

benches from 

flat packs - 

working in 

teams using 

the 

instructions 

(most of the 

time!) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a lot 

of rubbish!  

We learnt triangles are 

strong shapes in engineering 

and construction and 

continued our exploration of 

3D shape to build some in 

maths. 

We helped the Eco-committee to collect rubbish in our local area 

after their audit about litter in our school and community.  Whilst 

we were out we took photos to record physical and human 

geography in our local area. 



The following pages showcase some of our work from class. 
 

 

Alyse’s Bucket List  



 

 

 
 

Joel’s Bucket List 



Christopher’s Three Truths and a Lie – we told stories and 

included one tall one for our classmates to guess. Can you guess 

which is the fib paragraph? 

 



 Isaac’s Three Truths and a Lie – we laughed out loud! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We explored the graphic novel ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan about a man who 

migrates to a strange city – we were inspired and wrote about this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie’s Poem 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaac’s poem 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Harry’s description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Matthew’s description 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Christopher’s narrative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

Jack M’s narrative 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We also worked on our ideas about 

the Arrival and Amazing Americas 

for our homework tasks. 

 

 

This is Nivani’s scene from ‘The 

Arrival’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nivani also wrote about what she is thankful for – linked to this half 

term’s school value – Thankfulness. 

 

 



Matthew painted the Star Spangled Banner and researched facts 

about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
One of the tasks was to cook a dish from America – we tried lots of 

different foods, which the children made at home like, apple pie, corn 

dogs and chocolate brownies – Matthew made Sloppy Joe’s! 

 



Sarah researched a famous American for one of her tasks. 



 
A final note from Miss Spaul and Mrs Kelf – we agree that we have been so 

impressed with the hard work and resilience of the children in the exceptional 

circumstances we find ourselves in. We had several new children join the class 

and they have settled in to become a part of our otter family. We are 

promoting a culture of supportive and collaborative working and we have been so 

overwhelmed with the positive attitudes we have witnessed and rewarded with 

dojos. Keep up all you hard work both at school and at home Otter class we are 

so proud of you! 
 



Wow what a half term we have had – so busy and so productive! 
 

In maths recently, we 

have been learning about 

translation od shapes and 

coordinates on a four-quadrant 

grid – this even has negative 

numbers! Before this, we learnt 

mental strategies to calculate 

multiplication and division 

problems. We also used formal 

methods like grid and column 

multiplication. We were calculating quite 

tricky large numbers like 7698 x 78. For 

the calculation of division Miss Spaul 

taught us how to use bus stop method. This 

is where you draw a half of a rectangle and 

you put your dividend inside the bustop and 

you put your divisor outside. You divide the 

dividend by the diviser to give you the 

quotient. We also learned more about ratio 

and proportion.  

By Jack A and Alfie 

This half term in English, we have 

been very busy using our knowledge from 

history about WW1 and WW2. We have 

written a poem, a 

letter from the 

trenches, a diary 

entry and typed an 

explanation text and a 

non-chronological 

report. When we 

wrote the poem, we 

started by magpieing 

from other war 

poems, which were 

written during WW1. 

Then we drafted our own. The letter from 

the trenches looked really cool because we 

stained them with tea bags to make them 

look old. The non-chronological report was 

made on a powerpoint so we changed the 

font and colours. With the letter to Aunt 

Nancy, we had to pretend we were women 

from WWII and we had a war job, 

which we were describing to our 

Aunt Nancy. When we wrote the 

diary we were an evacuee from 

WWII, recounting our experiences 

about being evacuated to the 

countryside. The explanation text 

was also typed so we added lots of 

pictures of planes and Hitler to 

make it look good.   

By Jack M and Christopher 

Each week, this term in assemblies and 

PSHE, we have been very busy talking 

about friendship and teamwork. We 

thought about making a friendship cake and 

what ingredients we would use: 

 Kindness 

 Respect 

 Honesty 

 Help 

(But obviously don't put your friends in it!) 

We have considered ways to make a team 

work: 

 Including others 

 Listening to their 

opinions and ideas  

 Be respectful 

Teamwork makes the 

dream work! 

We also walked to the 

war memorial in the 

village on the 11th of 

Novemeber to deliver 

our assembly to the 

rest of the school via 

the internet.  

By Isobel and Matthew 

During English, at the beginning of 

the year, we created an Otter Class bucket 

list. We are proud to announce that we 

have achieved several of our goals already, 

this term. We have watched a black and 

white movie;, we have danced in snowy 



weather (which was very exciting!). We 

have made a funny Christmas movie with all 

of the other classes; we have raised money 

for different charities (Children In Need, 

the Hygiene Bank and for our diabetes 

charity). We have even learned two songs 

in sign language! As part of our Christmas 

movie, we learned, how to play and 

performed ‘Jingle Bells’ on glockenspiels. 

Otters P.E is every Tuesday 

afternoon; our coach is called Mr 

Chambers. In PE, we have played hockey 

and invasion games. We have also continued 

our golden mile running in the mornings. 

When we do golden mile around the 

playground every time we run a lap around 

the track we collect a cube and at the end 

we tally up our scores.  

By Shay and Alyse 

 

In R.E, 

we have been 

learning about 

peace, how 

different 

religions view 

it and peace 

symbols. We walked up to the church to 

look at different peace symbols and the 

war graves in the cemetery. 

We found graves with a: 

 Dove 

 Olive branches 

 Poppies 

 Angels 

By Sophie and Joshua 

 
This term, we have 

been extremely busy 

creating arts and crafts. Firstly, we made 

3d poppies to go on our poppy display in the 

window, along with our stained glass window 

pictures of poppies in a field with a bright 

blue sky. This half term, we have also been 

making fun and festive Christmas art. We 

have made colourful calendars, which have 

marbling for all the different seasons. It 

was made by dipping slips of paper in trays 

filled with water and marbling ink. We 

added buttons, sequins and quilling coils to 

represent leaves and blossom. We have also 

been making cheerful Christmas cards with 

a merry pom-pom for the nose of Rudolph. 

Instead of Christmas tree 

decorations like tinsel, baubles and 

stars, we have made festive face 

masks to go on the tree! We used a 

sewing machine to stitch them! We 

have been creating rock glasses 

with paper to wear in our Christmas 

movie, which we have been making 

time for throughout this bustling and busy, 

but very fun half term.  

By Sarah and Harry 

 

Please continue reading to see our 

amazing work in English and history. 
 



 

By Jack A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By Laya 

 

 

 

 

 



 
By Alfie 

 

 
By Charlie 

 



 
By Sophie  



By Jack M 



 
By Joshua 

 

 
By Isobel 

 



 

By Daniel 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By Shay 

 

Once again, Otter class have wowed Mrs Kelf and I, with all the work 

they have produced to meet our high expectations. We are so proud of you 

all and wish you all a very merry Christmas. We are looking forward to 

next term where we will be outdoors and experimenting in science! 

 

 

 



On a more general note, it is also important to mention all the hard work 

of the teachers, support staff, parents and, especially recently, the PFA and 

Fran, who have helped save Christmas… we really appreciate all you do for our 

community and our Reedham family! 

Merry Christmas to you all and a happier New Year – have a rest, you all 

deserve it! Miss S x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Final note from our headteacher: 

What a difficult term, but most importantly we have made it!  The enormous strain placed on 

all our school community has been phenomenal but everybody has ensured that we have got 

through it together.  As a result, I wanted to pass on my thanks to the parents, who have 

supported us with a sensible approach to maintaining safety in the playground.  A well done is 

in order for the children, who have been working hard to keep each other safe and never 

made a fuss about the extra hygiene measures they have faced.  Most of all, I wanted to say 

a massive thank you to all the staff.  It has been an incredibly difficult period of time for all 

the adults in school.  Despite the constant uncertainty, everybody has gone above and beyond 

the call of duty to ensure that school has stayed open and that we have maintained high 

standards of teaching and learning.  The staff have had to shoulder extra responsibilities in 

my absence too;  I cannot praise them enough for all the hard work they have collectively put 

in.  I hope you get to enjoy the Christmas break and I am looking forward to seeing you all 

back in January, when I hope to make a full return to both my teaching and headteacher 

roles. 

Best wishes, 

Chris Edwards 


